


Letter From Our

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends, 

 It is hard to believe that it is already time to share the 2015-2016 City 
on a Hill annual report with you all. It seems only yesterday that I joined City on 
a Hill and took over the executive leadership from Erica Brown. She has left an 
incredible legacy and large shoes to fill within the organization. It is a testament 
to her leadership and relationships that City on a Hill has grown to three schools, 
currently serving almost 750 students, with a solid support system of donors 
and community partners. 
 The past year has been an exciting one for me and for City on a Hill 
- filled with changes, remarkable achievements, and continued growth.  City on 
a Hill Dudley Square expanded to 11th grade and New Bedford to 10th grade 
while completing the first full year in its new home in the historic downtown. 
Our Annual Gala had more participation and raised more donations than any 
year yet to help us reach almost $800,000 in funds last year to provide essential 
support for our growing network. 
 I am continually impressed by the various ways I witness our mission 
in action. We take our promise to educate our students seriously, from our 
publicly attended juries to our outstanding 19th graduating class with over 
80% receiving merit based scholarships from their prospective colleges & 
universities. As I visit classrooms in each of our schools, it is clear to me that 
our passionate teachers are dedicated to supporting our students in achieving 
their goals.  Our teacher-leaders drive decision-making, feel a strong sense of 
responsibility for the success of our schools, and contribute to the continual 
growth of our schools and urban education reform.
 It is because of the work of these educators that the 2015-16 school 
year included a number of incredible academic achievements. In CoaH New 

Sincerely,

Bedford’s first administration of the MCAS, we outperformed all other public 
high schools in New Bedford in both English Language Arts and Math.  CoaH 
Dudley Square increased the percentage of students scoring in the advanced 
categories across all three subjects. CoaH Circuit Street, our only school so far 
that has reached graduation, saw 91% of its most recent alumni enrolling in 
college last fall.  And we did all this while providing 20% more students a City on 
a Hill education.  
 This past spring I had the opportunity to attend our Circuit Street 
seniors’ City Project presentations. I was amazed at the attention and dedication 
that they gave to their internships and the creative proposals they came up with 
to solve a problem within the city. It is in these moments that I am reminded 
why I work in education and am inspired by what will be possible in the future. 
Our students demonstrated the many ways they can be involved and make a 
difference as citizens.
 I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to work with City on a Hill’s 
incredible staff to provide a high quality college prep education for children in 
Boston and New Bedford and to graduate responsible, resourceful and respectful 
democratic citizens prepared for college and to advance community, culture and 
commerce to compete in the 21st century. It is with this goal in mind that we 
show up every day. And it is with this goal in mind that we look to expand charter 
school offerings this November and provide valuable education choices to more 
students across Massachusetts. 
 Thank you for supporting us in this goal. I hope you are as proud of 
your contribution to this work as we are of ours. 

City on a Hill graduates responsible, resourceful, and respectful 
democratic citizens prepared for college and to advance community, 
culture, and commerce, and to compete in the 21st century. 
We do so by emphasizing:

 Academic Achievement • Page 4 
 Citizenship • Page 5 
 Teacher Leadership • Page 6
 Public Accountability • Page 7

OUR MISSION 
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ACADEMIC
ACHIEVEMENT

We strive to maintain high 
academic standards and ensure 
results. We acknowledge our 
students’ competition and seek 
to find additional resources to 
prepare our students to compete.

“
“

“

“

ALTHOUGH I WAS AFRAID THAT I WOULD BE A LITTLE 
LOST AND LONELY, I DECIDED TO TRANFER INTO CITY ON 
A HILL IN ANTICIPATION THAT I WOULD GET A BETTER 
EDUCATION THAN THE ONE I WAS RECEIVING FROM THE 

BOSTON PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL I WAS ENROLLED IN.

                  Class of 2016 
                Salutatorian

We prepare our students to exercise their rights and 
responsibilities as democratic citizens by emphasizing 
their responsibility to question, to act, and to avoid 
complacency. Examples of citizenship education at CoaH 
include ninth grade civics class, regular school wide Town 
Meeting featuring student-led debate, and City Project, 
the capstone course focused on public policy.

CITIZENSHIP

DIVERSITY HAS LAID THE FOUNDATION 
THAT THIS COUNTRY WAS BUILT UPON. 
SO WHAT DO WE, A BUNCH OF 18 YEAR 
OLDS, DO WITH A SYSTEM THAT IS IN 
TATTERS? WE FIX IT. WE FIX IT FOR THE 
HARD WORKING FAMILIES THAT LIVE 
IN THE SHADOWS, WHO AMERICA 
RELIES ON EACH DAY. WE FIX IT FOR THE 
THOUSANDS OF STUDENTS LIKE YOU 
AND ME, THAT HAVE THE POTENTIAL 
TO MAKE CHANGE AND THRIVE IN A 
COUNTRY THAT ACCEPTS ALL WALKS 

OF LIFE.

Barbara Ferreira, Class of 2016 Valedictorian 

Youth/gang violence
Transgender youth and bullying
Hunger and homelessness
Support for the disabled

Inequities in public education
Teen pregnancy
Domestic violence
Child obesity

2016 CITY PROJECT EXAMPLES
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TEACHER 
LEADERSHIP

Teachers take responsibility for the performance 
of students and of our schools. Our teachers 
are reflective practitioners and managers who 
drive decision-making in doing, building, and 
growing City on a Hill. They are contributors to 
urban public school reform.

TEACHER LEADER HIGHLIGHT
Brittny DeMatteo

JOINED CITY ON A HILL: 
 2014 
CURRENT ROLE: 
 Senior English Teacher, Inclusion Specialist, Coaching Teachers on instruction
 and planning curriculum, Completing Aspiring Principal Leadership   
 Fellowship with Boston College
WHY EDUCATION?: 
  “I was shocked by the unequal distribution of wealth and saw the need for  people to work with youth and education. We have the ability to  
 affect change within the education system. “
WHY COAH?: 
 “The support we get as teachers and the collaborative environment. And just the kids. I love the kids here. I love the population and the  
  relationships I’ve formed with the kids. Especially to watch them grow and to graduate - it’s amazing.” 
GOALS: 
 “ I want to improve achievement across the board, but especially for our growing struggling populations. I’m passionate about educating kids  
 and making sure that kids see education as a tool to get them to anywhere they want to go.”  
BEST  TEACHER MOMENT:
 “Seeing a student, who 5 years ago could barely put a sentence together, talk about college as an option and believing in and advocating for  
 himself. Together we’ve brought him to a place where he is now achieving great things - he has surpassed all expectations. The sky is the limit.”

“

“

VOLUNTEERING AS A COMMUNITY JUROR 
EACH YEAR OPENS A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE 
INTO THE CITY ON A HILL EXPERIENCE AND 
WHY IT WORKS SO SUCCESSFULLY. AS 
NEITHER TEACHER NOR PARENT, WE JURORS 
LISTEN AS STUDENTS SOLVE PROBLEMS 
AND EXPLAIN THEIR FINDINGS IN FRONT OF 
US. WE JUDGE THEM ON A STANDARDIZED 
METRIC, BUT THERE ARE SOME INTANGIBLES 
THAT WE WATCH CLOSELY. A BIG PART OF 
THEIR SUCCESS IS HAVING POISE, MAKING 
EYE CONTACT, AND ANSWERING QUESTIONS 
ON THE SPOT: PERFECT TRAINING FOR REAL 

WORLD SITUATIONS.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY
City on a Hill expects to show positive results to the taxpayer. We invite the public in to ensure 
that we are delivering on our promise to educate our students, and we engage parents and 
guardians as key stakeholders in our schools.

At the end of each academic year, City on a Hill students present to a jury comprised of a 
community member, a teacher, and a student in an effort to demonstrate proficiency in a 

Josh Brogadir, Community Member

“Juries are an eye opening experience for members of 
the community to see firsthand the success stories that 
are developing inside of the walls of City on a Hill.” 

Michael Grossman 

given subject and advance to the next level 
of study. Each jury includes a community 
member who, as a Massachusetts taxpayer, 
has the opportunity to comment on City on 
a Hill’s accomplishments and challenges 
as public charter schools.  In other words, 
juries stress academic achievement 
while simultaneously inviting public 
accountability.

City on a Hill Foundation Board Member & Boston Community Member
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COLLEGE BOUND
Sample of College Acceptances
Class of 2016

City on a Hill

CIRCUIT STREET

LOW INCOME

STUDENTS WITH
 DISABILITIES

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
LEARNERS

284

78%

10%

24%

“

“I LOVE THAT IT’S A COLLEGE READY 
SCHOOL AND HELPED ME TO GROW. 
CITY ON A HILL MADE ME A BETTER 
PERSON TODAY. BECAUSE OF THIS 
SCHOOL I NOW SEE THAT I WILL HAVE 
A GOOD FUTURE. THEY PUSHED ME 
WITH THEIR BEST ABILITY TO MAKE 
ME SUCCEED AND GAVE ME THE 
MINDSET TO WORK HARD TO GET TO 
WHERE I WANT TO BE. FAILING ONCE 
SHOULD NOT BRING YOU DOWN, BUT 

INSTEAD MAKE YOU STRONGER.

Stephanie Jeanty, Class of 2017

ELA MATH SCIENCE
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Subject Proficiency (MCAS)

2015-2016
STUDENT ENROLLMENT
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ELA MATHELA MATHJJH

2015-2016
STUDENT ENROLLMENT

LOW INCOME

STUDENTS WITH 
DISABILITIES

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
LEARNERS

243

77%

10%

18%

DUDLEY SQUARE
City on a Hill

I LIKE MY TEACHERS. THEY ARE 
FUN, UNDERSTANDING, AND 
HELP US DURING THEIR FREE 
TIME. IF SOMEONE IS HAVING A 

BAD DAY, THEY CHECK IN. 

THEY CARE. A LOT.

Alianette Perez, Class of 2018
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Subject Proficiency (MCAS)

MATH SCIENCE

“

“

ELA

City on a Hill

NEW BEDFORD
2015-2016

STUDENT ENROLLMENT

LOW INCOME

STUDENTS WITH
DISABILITIES

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
LEARNERS

140

76%

7%

33%

“

“WHAT I LIKE MOST ABOUT COAH 
IS THE TEACHERS AND HOW 
THEY ALWAYS MOTIVATE YOU TO 
DO WELL. I’M NOT SURE WHERE 
I WANT TO GO TO COLLEGE BUT 
I DO KNOW THAT CITY ON A HILL 
WILL HELP GUIDE ME IN THE 

RIGHT DIRECTION.

Zillah Carrion, Class of 2018
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FOUNDATION FINANCIALS
The City on a Hill Foundation, Inc.
Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position

City on a Hill Charter Public Schools
Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position

SCHOOL FINANCIALS
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DONORS
Winthrop Society ($50,000+) 

Individuals
Bob and Lorraine Mazzarella

Foundations, Corporations & Organizations
Lewis Family Foundation

Chancellor Donors ($5,000-$49,999)

Individuals
Kevin & Kathleen Beatty
Josh Tolkoff & Ann Connolly Tolkoff
Joseph & Debbie Corrado
David & Heidi Crean
Steve & Nisha DuBois
Debra Fox
John & Maryann Gilmartin
Michael Grossman* & Abby Fierman
William & Cristina Heiden
Jeff* & Kathy Jacobs
Anna & Peter Kolchinsky
Ted  Maloney & Claire Newton
Adam & Jasna Mikkelson 
Brian and Stephanie Spector
Ryan* & Lia Thornton
Jennifer Toll
Patrick & Marianne Tompkins
Steve Ward

Foundations, Corporations & Organizations
Amelia Peobody Foundation 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch 
BMO Capital Markets 
Boston Private Bank & Trust Company 
Camber Capital Management 
Clipper Ship Foundation 
Deutsche Bank  
Goldman, Sachs & Co. 
MFS Investment Management 
MG2 
Moses Kimball Fund 
Opaleye Management 
Schrafft Charitable Trust 
Seaward Management Investment Advisors 
The Boston Private Industry Council 
The Christopher Catanese Children’s Foundation

 

The Clinton H. and Wilma T. Shattuck Charitable Trust 
The George H. and Jane A. Mifflin Memorial Fund 
UBS 
William Blair & Company 

Principal Donors ($1,200 - $4,999)

Individuals
Anonymous
Eugenio Candal & Cara Stillings Candal*
Bill & Jessica Christ
Erin & Devin Condron
Joseph Donovan
John & Carolyn Fletcher
Mike Gleason
Heather & Jeff* Jablow
Stephen & Karen Kaufman
Bobbie Knable
David & Claire Lane
Charlie & Lisa O’Connor
David Parker
Ginger Parker* & Marcus DeFlorimonte
Elisabeth Reynolds & Max Senter
Michael* & Lisa Rosen
Lori Stevens*
Sam & Allyson Thakarar
Frank & Kristina Thomas
Johanna Ward*
William & Kim* Wechtenhiser
Mark & Kristen Whitaker

Foundations, Corporations & Organizations
The Baupost Group Matching Gift Program
BTIG, LLC
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care
HR Knowledge
Insource Services Inc.
Krokidas & Bluestein
Robert W. Baird & Co.

Friends ($1 - 1,199)

Individuals
Anonymous
Nadine Abraham^
Robert & Phyllis Allison
Peter Ambler & Lindsay Miller
Coley & Alisa Andrews
Jared Annello
Roberta Apfel & Bennett Simon
Arthur Axelbank & Susi Lieff
Anne Barrett
Mona Bennett
Chris Bentley
Judy  Berk
Ken Bettenhauser
Debra Bichoff
Joshua Birdsall
Pieter & Marcella Boelhouwer
Chantel & Edward Boxer
Steve & Kim Boyd
Marie Boyko
John & Deborah Bratschi
Josh & Becca Brogadir
Richard & Tina Brogadir
Reginald Brun
Christine Bullard
Marisa^ & Dave Burgess
Robert & Ann Buxbaum
Natalie & Barry Bys
Jose & Ruth Calderon
Eileen & Bing Carey
Leigh Carey^
Lulu Chen
Maile Clark* & Joe Naylor
Debra Cogan
Sharon Collins
Gary & Sharon Conrick
John Corcoran
Susan Corcoran
Lisa Craig

Chris & Sarah Crawford
David Crowley
Janelle Cumbermack-Mohammed
Kevin Curran
Lorainne Davis
Lynn de Sherbinin
Diana Desocio
JR  Drabick* & Rebecca Haffajee
Laura^ & Herlintz Edouard
Harry & Robun Ely Spence
Frank & Mary Epstein
Steve and Mindy Evanter
Caleb Evanter^
Jurgen Fey
Robert & Barbara Fierman
Edwin Flores
John & Rebecca Foley
Gregory Foy
David France
Wendy & Salvatore Fratino
Christine Gentry^
Kathryn Giardi & Eric Loftus
Ted  Goff
Tyler & Megan Griffith
Andrea Grossman
Anjali Hack
Anna Jane Hays
Joseph Andrew & Carol Hays
Paul Hays^ & Piel Hollingsworth
Sean Henry
Jo  Hepler
Robert & Kathleen Hevert
Kennedy^ & Alexandra Hilario
Alice Hollingsworth
Eben Hollingsworth
Sophia Hollingsworth
Kevin Howard & Erica Brown^
Susan Hughes
Justin & Hilarie Huscher
Kristen & Andrew Jellison
Calece Johnson
Kelsey Johnson
Tripp* & Robin Jones
Richard Karpf & Lori Cohen
Ethan & Nela Kearns
Jesse & Sarah Kearns
Phil & Bonnie Kearns
Jennifer Keller
Catherine Kennedy
David & Kristan Khtikian
Traci Kimball
Hal Kirkham
Katie Kline^
Michael & Christine Knupp
Virginia Konopka
Stephen* & Nicole LaBrie
Charles and Sarah Lamphere
Allison Lane

Andrew Lane
David & Patricia  Larsson
Derek Lessing & Cathy Thut
Leslie Lewin
John & Debbie  Loftus
Julie Loftus & Jimmy McCarron
Kristie Loftus^ & Travis Knupp
Deirdre Lopes*
Ben Lummis*
Brad & Brigitta Mak
Pat & Elizabeth Malloy
Rosemarie Manning
Donna Marshall
Richard Masucci
Emily McCaffrey
Marie McGillycuddy
Amy & Mark McKeag
Colin McKenna & Cindy Brown
Patricia Melnick
Jack & Marilyn Mohan
Matthew & Liza Mone
Christine & Jeff Morin
Meghan Murphy
Christine Myers
Nancy Myers Adams
Mike Mylett
Sam Nagler & Debra Wauhkonen
Wanda^ & Otniel Nascimento
Pisey Nuon-Burgess
John  O’Neill
Laura & Dennis O’Neill
Marc Ouellette
Diane & Scott Palmer
Thomas & Katie Parker
John Parks
Vittorio Kahr Pascal
Parag Patel & Mora Oommen
Anders & Anna Peterson
Sharon Pinto
Deborah Porter
Sonya Pratt^
Kurt & Arlene Pressman
Andrew Quatrale
Dennis & Peggy Quilty
Joseph Ridge
Jennifer Ridge & Tyler Gaylord
Jen Robinson
Nancy Schiavone
James Schuster & Deborah Krause
Rebecca Secrest
Justine Seraganian
Arin Shapiro
Patrick & Darleen Simmons
Mary Skelton Roberts
Johanna & Brian Snyder
Jeffrey  St. Mary
Bill & Karin Stahl
Matthew Thayer

Leslie Thornton
Ester Tokatlyan
Taylor Toll
Sara  Truog
Paul Tucker
Jon Ulmer
Sasha  Abby VanDerzee^
Joe & Eileen Vittiglio
Richard & Mary Wechtenhiser
Scott & Mary Wells
Gayle & Larry Westerman Olin
Elizabeth Whittlesey
Kenneth Williams
P.I. & Maxine Winig
Thomas & Anne Marie Woodhouse
June Yoshimura
Bradley Zancanaro

Foundations, Corporations & Organizations
Aon Foundation
AmazonSmile Foundation
Battelle
Boston Security Analysts Society
College Hype Sportswear Inc
Embarc Studio
SchoolWorks
Target
The Plymouth Rock Foundation
Tufts University Active Schools Acceleration Project
VMWare Foundation
WB Mason Company, Inc.
Worden Hall 
Whaling City Transit, Inc.

* Board Member ^ Staff Member
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City on a Hill Charter Public Schools
31 Heath Street
Boston, MA 02130

Donate at www.cityonahill.org


